BRENDAN

Hver fann Ameriku?
3 . . - l?
Kristéfer Columbus? Leifur heppni Eiriksson:

Eba kannski heilagur Brendan?

Gomul irsk sbgn frd 6. 61d (Navigatio
Sancti Brendani Abbatis) segir frd St. Brendan,
sem Asamt 17 86rum irskum munkum sigldu til
hins "Fyrirheitna lands dyrlinganna" (Terra Re-
promissionis Sanctorum), - einhvers stadar
langt vestan Atlandshafs. Segir sagan, abd pelr
hafi ferdast 4 bati gerdum Ur nautshidum og vibdi
(Curragh). Ték ferdin 7 dr og var afar ®vintyra-
rik.

Hinn 17. mai 1976 héldu nokkrir menn a4 skinn-
bati frd peim stad 4 Irlandi (Crosshaven), bpar
sem hin gamla sdgn segir ad heilagur Brendan
hafi lagt upp I sina f6r um 14 &ldum fyrr.
Leidangursmenn ztludu ad fara I sléd hans og
sanna med bpvi hina fornu arfsdgn. Skipstjéri og
leidangursst jéri var breskur bladamabur, Timothy
Severin. Biturinn, sem bar nafni®d BRENDAN, var
smisabur Ur vidi og nautshidum og sidan péttur
med feiti. Lengd hans var 36 fet.

Leidangursmenn sigldu fyrst til Hebrideseyja
vestur af Skotlandi. Padan héldu beir (17. jini)
til Fereyja og badan til Islands. Hinn 17. jali
1976 sigldu beir inn 4 héfnina I Reykjavik.

Vegna c¢hagstabra veburskilyrbda og bar sem haust
var i ndnd, dkvad Severin leidangursstjoéri abd
bida med framhald ferdarinnar til nasta vors.

SKYRINGARMYND
1. Batsskrokkurinn dr 49 nautshidum 8, Bjbrgunarbatur A
2. Hlifbarsegl skylispaki
3. Lebursegl 9. Skyli fyrir prja.
4. Grind ar aski Aukaskyli fyrir 2 abd
5. Vatn og vistir framan
6. Loftskeytataki, sjdkort o.fl. 10. Eldunarabdstaba
7. Kjélur eda hlébord, - sett 11. Loftnet
nidur begar minnka parf drift 12. Flotholt, undir segli

13. Styrisar

14. Eikarkjflur til styrkt-

ar vid lendingu

Baturinn var tekinn 4 land I Reykjavik og geymdur

i flugskyli Landhelgisgeslunnar yfir veturinn.

I mai 1977 héldu peir félagar frd Reykjavik dleibdis
£il Nyfundnalands. Ferdin gekk seint vegna slams

veburs, iss og fleiri hindrana.

A® kviéldi hins 26. juni 1977 lenti Brendan a Pack-
ford eyju & Nyfundnalandi, - einu dri og sex vikum
sidar en leidangursmenn léttu akkerum 4 Irlandi.

Baturinn Brendan er varbvelittur a safni a Irlandi
til minninga um bpessa frzknu for Severin og félaga.

Peir hlutir dUr bdatnum Brendan sem hér eru varbveitt-

ir (nautshud, seymi og kjdlur (hlébord)), gdfu beir

Gisli Olafsson og Berent Th. Sveinsson, - starfs-

menn Landhelgisgzslunnar safninu sumarid 1978.

Timothy Severin leidangursstjdri 4 Brendan gaf peim i
bessa gripi I bakkletisskyni a4 medan bdaturinn var '
i viérslu Landhelgisgeslunnar.

I Hull of 49 oxhides, a quarter-inch thick, rein- 8 Framed cabin top supports life raft and solar-cell

forced at bow (four lavers) and stern (two layers), panels for recharging batteries.
2 Tarpaulin, in sections, to keep seas out. 9 Cabin accommodating three, with space for two
3 Sails of leather became waterlogged, and were more in the bow.
replaced by a set woven of Irish flax. 10  Cooking box with kerosine stove,
4 Wickerlike skeleton of ash laths, secured by 11 Radio antenna.
1,600 lashings. Hull covering is stretched over 12 Buoyancy blocks under tarpaulin. Some blocks
frame but attached only to cak gunwales. were jettisoned to add storage; spare oxhides

5 ‘Walf:r and stores, which also served as ballast. were rigged to protect cockpit in gales.
& Radio gear, charts, miscellaneous equipment. 13 Rudder, or steering oar, leads by stout shaft to a
7 Leeboard, lowered to reduce leeway when sail- yoke on the starboard quarter.

ing on a reach. 14 Oak skid for beaching.

Newfoundland (9), certainly like a Promised Land to the author and his sea-weary crew. |
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Siglingalei®d BRENDANS, - fra Crosshaven & Irlandi til Nyfundnalands. |
Numerin svna vidkomustadi batsins.

Passage from myth to reality follows the red-line track of modern Brendan, on a map
that also depicts incidents from the medieval text of the Voyage of Saint Brendan. The
logic of prevailing winds and currents dictated a stepping-stone course across the North

. Atlantic to what may have been the “Land Promised to the Saints,” the goal of the Irish

abbot and his monks. The re-creation of the saga began at Crosshaven (1), where Bren-
dan was launched prior to departure May 17, 1976, from Brandon Creek (2). Coasting
north along Ireland and Scotland, Brendan stopped at the Aran Islands (3), an outpost of

Irish monasticism, lona (4), and the Isle of Lewis (5). In both fauna and geography, |
Streymoy (6) and Mykines (7) in the Faeroes resemble the legend's “Island of Sheep” and v
“Paradise of Birds.” The “Island of Smiths,” with its rain of flaming rocks, could be
Iceland (8), where Brendan wintered over. On the final leg, the vessel passed an iceberg,

recorded in the legend as a “Crystal Column,” and sailed into a “Thick White Clowd.” On ! l E - ﬂ P I T
June 26, 1977, parting company with whales like Jasconius of the Voyage, Brendan lands at MM Ww 2K M} M '
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Teikning dr frsku handriti (Navigatio Sancti Brendani
Abbatis) fra 15. 0ld, par sem segir frd ferd heilags
Brendans og samskiptum hans vi® hvalinn Jasconius.

; . Medieval best-seller, the Vovage of Suint Brendan the o
L e : . est-s s the Voyage of Saiet Brendan the Abbot recounts the saen of the
n leldangursmanna, Fereyingurinn Trondur Patursson, aflar cleric and his Irish monks as they sail into the unknown Atlantic sometime before Ap.
Ak irca i eli Tl e - 600, 1 i_u.-rc in a fancifully illu .x'l:lrulr.-d I'I'I:Lrl'l.l.‘it.'ti-pl version of the 1400°s, their boat rides on
. d S S : a placid whale called Jasconius, shown with fishlike scales. The mammoth Cremture
. "|'l:l(‘|".("[[ up the vessel as if he wanted to lift it into the air, then lowered it agmin as il he
might drag it to the bottom of the sea™
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